SECOND REPORT 


OF THIS 

ROYAL UNIVERSITY 

OF 

IRELAND. 






SECOND DEPORT 

OF 

THE ROYAL UNIVERSITY OE IRELAND. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN POYNTZ EARL SPENCER, 
K.G., &c. 

LOUD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OP IRELAND. 


Royal University of Ireland, 
March 25th, 1884. 


May it Please your Excellency. 

In compliance with the provisions of the University Education 
Ireland Act, 1879, and of Her Majesty’s Charter founding the 
Royal University, I have the honour to submit to your Excellency 
a Report on the condition and progress of the University during 
the year which has passed since I had the honour of furnishing 
the first report of its proceedings. 

At that time I was able to state that the number of persons 
who had passed through the various Academic Examinations of 
the University during the year 1882, was 1,688. I am glad to 
be able now to state that so far from there being any fahing off 
in our numbers they have remarkably increased ; the persons 
who entered for the various Examinations m the year now 
ending having been 2,095. Examinations m the Faculty of 
Medicine were held in the month of June last. One hundred 
and seven Candidates presented themselves for the final Examina- 
tion for the degree in Medicine, or its complement the Mastership 
in Surgery, or the Diploma in Obstetrics. Of these G. 3 passed 
the Examination and were admitted to the Degrees or Diploma. 

At the Preliminary Professional Examinations held at the 
same time known respectively as the First and Second Examina- 
tions in Medicine, 139 Candidates presented themselves ot whom 

^ 6 The^ general TJnrversity Examinations were held in September 
and October. At the various Examinations m the Faculty of 
Arts 6G2 Candidates presented themselves of whom 486 or li 
™ lent passed, a considerable number obtaining honours in one 
or more branches of the Examination Among the successful 
Candidates 53 passed the Examination for the degiee of B.A., 

Yotal number of ^ Candidates who presented themselves at 
the Autumn Final Examinations m the Faculty of Medicine was 
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212, of whom 120 passed the Examination for the degree in 
Medicine, or for the Mastership in Surgery, or the Diploma in 
Obstetrics. Of these 4 passed the Special Honour Examination. 
Of 131 who presented themselves at the Second Examination in 
Medicine, 66 passed, 4 with Honours ; and of 90 who presented 
themselves at the First Examination in Medicine, 52 passed, 5 
with Honours. 

In the School of Engineering 29 Candidates presented them- 
selves for Examination, 8 passed for the degree of B.E., 3 with 
Honours ; 9 passed the Second Examination in Engineering, 4 
with Honours ; 5 passed the First Examination in Engineering, 
2 with Honours. 

In the Faculty of Law 4 Candidates presented themselves at 
the Examination for the degree of LL.D. ; all obtained the 
degree. Two presented themselves at the Examination for the 
degree of LL.B. ; both passed, to one of whom a prize of £25 was 
awarded. 

In October, 1883, the Third Matriculation Examination was 
held at suitable centres in Dublin, Belfast, Carlow, Cork, Galway, 
Limerick, Londonderry, and Tullamore. 

The number of Candidates who presented themselves was 717, 
of whom 37 were women. The number who passed was 606, 
including 33 women. 

The Senate awarded 9 First Class Exhibitions, and 20 Second 
Class. 

A supplemental Matriculation Examination was held last 
J anuary, for a few Candidates, who, having entered their names 
for the October Examination, were prevented by illness or other 
good cause from attending. 

The Third Examination for Scholarships was also held last 
January. Eleven Candidates presented themselves as competitors 
for the two Classical Scholarships, 8 for the two Mathematical, 
and 11, of whom 2 were women, for the two in Modern Literature. 
The answering was so good that, on the Report of the Examiners, 
the Senate awarded the six Scholarships. 

A table appended to this Report will give a summary of the 
chief numerical details connected with the various examinations 
and their results. 

One of the special features assigned to this University, both 
by the original Act of Parliament of 1879, and by Her Majesty’s 
Royal Charter, is that all the Examinations, Degrees, Honours, 
and Prizes are open to women students as well as men. The 
number of women who have availed themselves of the opportu- 
nities thus presented to them has not been large ; but of those 
who have passed through the University Examinations a con- 
siderable proportion have done so with marked distinction. 

Last Autumn 33 passed the Matriculation Examination, of 
whom 11, or one-third, obtained Honours, some of them in more 
subjects than one. 

Twenty- three passed the First University Examination in 
Arts, 12 with Honours ; and of the nine women candidates who 
presented themselves at the Second University Examination in 
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Arts, 5 obtained Honours, almost all in more subjects than one. 
At this Examination a woman student, Alice Oldham, obtained 
the first place in the Honour List, both in Logic and in Biology, 
obtaining Honours also in Latin. Another, Marion Kelly, headed 
the Honour List in English ; while a third, Charlotte M. Taylor, 
obtained the only honours given at the Examination in Music. 

And at the Examination for the University Scholarships held 
last J anuary, Emma G. Mary Story obtained the first place in 
the competition for the Scholarships in Modern Literature. 

Passing to other matters, I may here report to your Excellency 
that, at the meeting of Senate held on the 12th July, 1883, the 
Bight Hon. the Lord O’Hagan, K.P., was unanimously re-elected 
Vice-Chancellor of the University. 

At the date of my former report there were three vacancies 
in the University Senate. The first of these vacancies was 
filled up by the election by Convocation of Mr. M. J. Farrelly, 
m.a. The second vacancy was filled by the appointment by 
Her Majesty’s Boyal Warrant of the Very Bev. William J. 
Walsh, d.d., the President of St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth. 
The third vacancy was filled also by election by Convocation 
of Arthur Hill Curtis, ll.d., one of the Assistant Commissioners 
of Intermediate Education in Ireland. 

I have again to record with great regret the occurrence of 
another vacancy in the Senate by the death of the Bev. Bobinson 
Scott, D.D., towards the close of December. This vacancy has 
been filled by the appointment by Boyal Warrant of Bev. Thomas 
Witherow, D.D., Professor of Pastoral Theology and Ecclesiastical 
History in the Magee College, Londonderry. 

The Senate having obtained from Her Majesty a supplemental 
statute reducing the number of Fellows from 32 to 28, and 
authorising the election of 8 Medical Fellows, elected on January 
30, of the present year, those 8 Medical Fellows. 

At the same time the Senate also elected 2 ordinary Fellows, 
one in the department of Classics, to fill up a vacancy in the 
number originally assigned to that department, and the other 
to fill up a similar vacancy in the department of Natural 
Philosophy. 

Additional examiners were appointed at the meetings of 
Senate in April and July, 1883, to assist in carrying out the 
various examinations prescribed by the University statutes, for 
the Faculties of Arts, Law and Medicine, and the School of 
Engineering. 

The principal public meeting of the University to confer degrees 
and diplomas was held in the large Examination Hall here, on 
October 25th, 1883. It was greatly regretted by everyone that 
absence from Ireland at the time prevented your Excellency 
from honouring our proceedings with your presence as you had 
done on the former occasion. We had, however, the satisfaction 
of having with us your Excellency’s Chief Secretary, and a large 
number of influential and representative persons. . An account of 
the proceedings at this meeting is appended to this Beport. 
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An abstract of the receipts and expenditure for the year ending 
•31st December, 1883, is appended to this Report, The accounts 
of the University with the corresponding vouchers have been 
regularly submitted to the Controller and Auditor-General, in 
conformity with the provisions of the Act of Parliament, 41 and 
45 Vic., chap. 52. 

I have the honour to be, 

Vour Excellency’s faithful and obedient servant, 

(Signed), Abercorn, 

Chancellor. 
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APPENDIX I. 

Second Public Meeting of the Royal University of Ireland, 
October 25, 1883. 

Upon the conclusion of the Autumn Examinations, 1883, the Second 
Public Meeting of the Royal University of Ireland was held in the 
Large Examination Hall of the University, on October 25, 1883, for 
conferring degrees and diplomas, and declaring the successful candidates 
for Honours and Exhibitions. 

The Chief Secretary, several Peers and official and other personages, 
many clergymen and members of the learned professions, and a large 
number of the citizens of Dublin and visitors from other parts of Ireland, 
were present, completely filling the large Hall. 

The Senate, headed by the Chancellor, the Fellows, and other Exam- 
iners of the University, and the Candidates entered the Hall in proces- 
sion. The Chief Secretary occupied a place on the estrade. 

His Grace the Duke of Abercorn, k.g., Chancellor of the University, 
opened the proceedings with the following address: — 

My lords, Mr. Trevelyan, ladies, and gentlemen, the year which lias 
elapsed since I last had the honour of addressing the dignitaries of the 
Royal University of Ireland in this hall has shown that the aspirations 
and the hopes which were then expressed as to the future success and 
prosperity of this University have been fully realised. We have the 
satisfaction of knowing that our course of study has met with the 
approval of learned men in other countries, and our examinations have 
shown both the zeal and ability of our students, and more especially 
of those who have in large numbers so worthily competed for the 
degrees and diplomas. I regret that His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
is unable to be present. We all miss his genial presence, but more 
than that, we miss his presence as that of one who has shown, as Lord 
President of the Council, great ability in regulating the complicated 
machinery of education in the United Kingdom, and who has also 
shown himself, not only a zealous but also a most able supporter of any 
advance that has been made in carrying both higher and Intermediate 
education in the different localities in the country. But if the past 
year has brought assured success and prosperity to our University, it 
has also brought us the loss of one who was most instrumental in 
originating and carrying out the scheme of this great institution, I 
mean the Duke of Marlborough. In him we lost not only an able 
statesman, but also a true friend to Ireland, one who was ever anxious 
to advance both its material and intellectual progress ; and the success 
which has attended our University is the highest testimony to the 
sagacious and farseeing views of him who,. as Viceroy, first originated 
and matured it to completion, and whose untimely and sudden death 
we all deeply deplore. 

My lords and gentlemen, while speaking as I have done with satis- 
faction of the answering of the majority of the candidates who have 
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been examined, I may refer with especial pleasure to one or two cases 
of individuals. It was my pleasing duty when presenting my annual 
report to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant upon tbe condition and 
progress of tbe University to call tbe attention of His Excellency to 
the distinguished position which had been attained by Mr. Michael F. 
Dwyer, who had succeeded in winning two out of the six University 
Scholarships of the year. It is now my equally pleasing privilege to 
call the public attention to the case of the gentleman who, at that same 
Scholarship Examination, obtained the First Scholarship in Mathematics, 
upon most unusually high answering. Mr. William M‘Fadden Orr 
has since proved that his then success was but the precursor of still 
more brilliant achievements, and we now find that the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Senate have considered it proper to call the especial 
attention of the Senate to his very remarkable answering at the First 
University Examination in Arts, when, at the Honour Examination in 
Mathematics, he obtained full marks, which is, I believe, a thing almost 
unprecedented; and at the Honour Examination in Experimental 
Physics he obtained 584 marks out of a possible 600. I am glad 
also to have to announce that in the various lists of Honours and 
Exhibitions which will be read to you in a few minutes there will be 
found the names of students of our University who have been 
educated at various colleges and schools throughout the country ; and 
that, while within those various institutions .the education of the 
pupils, both in secular and religious knowledge, is conducted according to 
the dictates of the consciences of their parents, they all come together 
in this University, and in friendly and honourable rivalry compete for 
the valuable distinctions and prizes which it is in our power to offer. 
And into that competition, too, we must not forget that in this U niver- 
sity girls are allowed to enter, and the records of this year’s work establish 
the fact that they are quite able to compete on equal terms with the sex 
for which, in former times, academical distinctions were solely reserved. 
The roll of scholars of this University contains the name of one, 
Mary Teresa Hayden, and several others are to be found amongst the 
lists of winners of honours and exhibitions. But whilst thus referring 
to those who are still pursuing their studies with the view of obtaining 
hereafter our degrees, I must not forget that I have also to record the 
fact that amongst those who have within the past year been appointed 
(as the result of competitive examinations) to places in the military 
and naval service of the Crown are to be found the names of some 
who last year in this hall were admitted to our degrees. I will not 
now call special attention to all, but will only mention the name of 
John Biordan, upon whom I had the pleasure last year of conferring 
the degree of Bachelor of Medicine, and who, at a recent examination 
atHetley, obtained fourth place out of a very large number of candidates 
who competed from all the various universities and colleges throughout 
the kingdom. 

With such evidence of successes on the part of those who have left 
our walls, and of those who are still our students, we may feel thoroughly 
satisfied with the past, and look forward with hope, not without good 
foundation, to our prospects in the future. When last year it was 
my privilege to inaugurate this University I stated that we were by 
so doing acknowledging, and in part repaying, a debt long due to the 
Homan Catholic youth of Ireland. That such acknowledgment and 
repayment was Well merited as a matter of justice to a large and 
thoroughly deserving class of our fellow-countrymen, and that it has 
been appreciated by them, is most conclusively proved by a careful 
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examination of the long lists of passes, honours, prizes, and exhibitions 
which have been awarded by the Senate in respect of the recent exami- 
nations. In those lists we find that over and over again there recur, 
as the places at which several of the most distinguished of our candidates 
have received their education, the names of the more important of the 
Homan Catholic colleges of the country. I congratulate them upon 
the successes they have attained, and I hope that we may regard their 
present positions as promises of thorough and hearty co-operation in 
the future. 

Turning now to another subject, I may mention that the vacancies 
which, when we last met here, existed on our Senate have been since 
filled up by the appointment by Her Majesty of the Yery Eev. William 
J. Walsh, d.d., the President of St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth, and 
by the election, by Convocation, of Mr. Michael J. Farrelly, M.A., and 
of Dr. Arthur Hill Curtis, one of the. Assistant Commissioners of Inter- 
mediate Education in Ireland. I have much pleasure, on the part of 
their fellow Senators, in welcoming these gentlemen amongst us.; and I 
have no doubt but that the cordial relations which have hitherto existed 
between the various members of our body will still continue to exist, 
and be, if possible, intensified by the worthy additions which have been 
made to our ranks. Our University is, as you are all aware, but still 
in its infancy ; yet even in the life of infants periods occur which are 
marks of growth and development. Such a period in the life of our 
University has occurred since we were last assembled here. One of the 
provisions of our Charter is that the Vice-Chancellor, who is elected by 
the Senate, shall hold office for three years ; and that period having 
elapsed since my noble friend Lord O’Hagan was first elected to the 
office, the Senate at its meeting in July last unanimously re-elected him 
to that important office for a further period. The interest which he has 
always evinced in the cause of education in general and in the fortunes 
of this our University in particular naturally indicated him as best suited 
for a post, the duties of which he has ever been so ready, even at very 
considerable and personal inconvenience, to discharge. I am aware that 
he greatly regrets that he is not able to be with us to-day ; and while 
we, missing his presence, share in that regret, our feeling is deepened 
and intensified by the knowledge that he is kept away by illness, from 
which we all hope he may shortly recover, and that he may be long 
spared to be an ornament to his country and an energetic supporter and 
officer of our Institution. 

Although it is with the results of the autumn examinations of the 
present year that we are now more immediately concerned, still I must 
not omit to refer to the fact that in the months of June and July last 
we held examinations for candidates in the faculty of medicine. 318 
candidates entered for the various examinations, but of these 72 did not 
present themselves to undergo the test of examination, and of the 
remaining 246, 127 were adjudged to have passed. As a result of the 
degree examinations then held, the Senate, on the 12th day of July, 
admitted to the degree of Bachelor of Medicine one gentleman ; to the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine, 26 ; and to the degree of Master of Sur- 
gery, 26 ; and the Diploma in Obstetrics was conferred on 10. It now 
but remains for me to allude briefly to the examinations which have 
recently been held. The total number of candidates who entered for 
our various examinations were, in the faculty of Law, 6 ; in the faculty 
of Medicine, 502; in the faculty of Arts, 688; in the school of Engineering, 
32 ; in Music, 2 ; and for Matriculation, 790. These figures, when 
contrasted with those which it was my duty last year to announce, show 
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clearly with what rapid strides our University is advancing in public 
estimation, and are, we trust, but an earnest of the position which is 
yet in store for it. In the two great branches of University education in 
Ireland — Medicine and Arts — we find that while the number of candi- 
dates in Medicine is almost the same as it was last year — 502 as against 
519 — the numbers in Arts have very largely increased ; the 350 of last 
year has increased this year to 688, or very nearly double last year’s 
number. Again, looking at the candidates who entered their names 
for our Matriculation examination, we find that at our first examination 
in 1881 the number was 728, and in 1882 it was 608, while this year 
it has reached the enormous total of 790. Upon the entire series of the 
autumn examinations the number of candidates last year was 1,515, 
while at those just concluded it had advanced to 2,020. But we must 
look not merely to the numbers of those who have entered as candidates 
for our examinations, we must also consider the figures as they stand 
after the examiners have expressed their opinions upon the merits of 
the candidates. We find that there passed in the faculty of Law, 6 ; in 
the faculty of Medicine, 237 ; in the faculty of Arts, 486 ; in the school 
of Engineering, 22 ; and in Music 2. The large number of candidates 
for Matriculation has rendered the work of the examiners in the reading 
of the papers so heavy that some of them have not yet been able to com- 
plete their returns, and, accordingly, I cannot now say anything as to 
the results of that examination. 

There remains only for consideration the awards of honours, prizes, 
and exhibitions in connexion with the several examinations, as to 
which I will not now go into numerical details ; but I will call upon 
Dr. Meredith, one of the secretaries of the University, to read to you 
the list of those upon whom we are very happy to confer distinctions, 
which have been well and fairly won, and which may, I sincerely trust, 
operate as inducements, not only to those who have gained them, but 
to all the students of our University to pursue with energy and intelli- 
gence those studies which we earnestly hope will open up for them useful 
and honourable careers in life. 

Dr. J. Creed Meredith, one of the Secretaries of the University, then 
read the list of successful candidates for degrees, &c. As the names of 
the candidates for degrees were called, they were presented to the Chan- 
cellor by the Secretary, and were admitted by His Grace to their respec- 
tive degrees as follows 

LL.D. Degree. 

Crawford, Rev. Alex. R. I Macaulay, Peter. 

Graham, Rev. T. S. | Molloy, Mark. 


LL.B. Degree. 

Honours. 

| Second Class. 

Watts, William N. 

Pass. 

Thomson Charles L. 


First Class. 
[None.] 
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M.D. 

Honours. 

First Glass. 

Thompson, William H. 

Second Class. 

Gaussen, David P. 

Moynahan, William J. 

Sheedy, John. 

Upper Pass Division. 

Barter, William. 

Brannigan, H. Cooke. 

Brownlee', Joseph J. 

Cagney, James. 

Henderson, Robert W. 

Meek, James. 

Swanton, J. II. 

Watters, William. 

White, Patrick B. 

Lower Pass Division. 

Atterbury, Walter. 

Barber, Robert Alex. 

Barry, Robert. 

Bigger, Edward Coey. 

Bullen, John Welply. 

Calwell, William. 

Carroll, James. 

Dickey, Archibald A. G. 

Doyle, Peter John. 


Degree. 

Ellison, John. 

Hall, Richard II. 
Jackson, Joseph B. 
Johnston, George J. W. 
Kelly, Richard E. 

Kirk, Thomas Dick. 
Lennox, James. 

Lindsay, Alexander. 
Lynch, John Anthony. 
M‘Alister, William R. A. 
M'Auley, Matthew. 
M‘Caw, John. 
M'Elwaine, Robert. 
M‘Glynu, John. 

M‘Ilroy, John. 

M‘Niuch, Joseph. 
Macaulay, J. Alex. M. 
MacMahon, Jeremiah. _ 
Massey, Henry. 

Mitchell, James. 

Moore, Archibald P. B. 
Moore, Samuel James. 
Morris, Arthur Edward. 
O’Connell, James. 
O’Donel, Claudius. 
O’Mahony, Daniel. 
Quinlivan, Patrick. 
Sayers, Robert. 

Taylor, Henry John. 
Taylor, James. 

Wallace, Samuel. 

Ward, Edward Copley 
Wilson, Barnett. 

Woods, Charles G. 


Bachelor of Medicine. 

Lower Pass Division. 

Lee, Daniel. | O’Carroll, Joseph F. 


Degree of Master of Surgery. 


Barber, Robert A. 

Barter, William. 

Bigger, Edward Coey. 
Brannigan, Henry C. 
Brown, Henry Edward. 
Bullen, John Welply. 
Cagney, James. 

Calwell, William. 

Carroll, James. 

Good, William. 

Graham, William (Man- 
chester). 

Hall, Richard IL 
Henderson, Robert W. 
Jackson, Joseph Browne. 


Barter, William. 
Brownlee, Joseph John. 
Cagney, James. 

Hall, Richard H. 

Hanna, William Gordon. 
Johnston, George J. W. 


Johnson, Alexander M. 
Kelly, Richard Edmund. 
Kirk, Thomas Dick. 
Lennox, James. 

Lynch, John Anthony. 
M‘Alister, William R. A. 
MacMahon, Jeremiah. 
Meek, James. 

Mitchell, Campbell M. 
Moore, Samuel James. 
Morris, Arthur Edwhrd. 
Moynahan, William J. 
Nealon, John A. 

O’ Carroll, Joseph F. 
O’Mahony, Daniel. 


Diploma in Obstetrics. 
Kelly, Richard Edmund. 
M'Alister, Wm. R. A. 
Moynahan, William J. 
O’Connell, James. 
O’Mahony, Daniel. 
Quinlivan, Patrick. 


Orr, James Morrison. 
Pritchard, Thomas. 
Quinlivan, Patrick. 
Sayers, Robert. 

Sheedy, John. 

Swanton, James H. 
Thompson, Robert G. 
Thompson, William IT. 
Tooker, Francis Green. 
Ward, Edward Copley. 
Watters, William. 

Weir, George Wetherall. 
White, Patrick Bernard. 
Wilson, Barnett. 

Woods, Charles G. 


Sexton, Michael J. 
Sheedy, John. 

Swanton, J. Hutchinson. 
Tooker, Francis Green. 
Wilson, Barnett. 

Woods, Charles G. 
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M.A. Degree. 

Evans, George D., in Mathematical Science. 

Fulton, Thomas C. in Logic, Metaphysics, History of Philosophy, and Political Economy. 
Johnston, John, in Experimental Science. 

Keating, William H., in Ancient Classics. 

M‘Donagh, Redmond, in Political Economy, History, and Political Philosophy. 

Steele, D. J., in Logic, Metaphysics, History of Philosophy, and Political Economy. 


B.A. Degree. 

Honours. 

First Class. 

Campbell, John, in Biological Science. 

Campbell, John E., in Mathematical Science. 

Chambers, Joseph, in Mathematical Science. 

Darbisliire, Herbert D., in Ancient Classics. 

Hogg, T. Simpson, in Biological Science. 

Hunter, James, in Ancient Classics. 

Louden, James, in Logic, Metaphysics, History of Philosophy, and Political Economy. 
M'Cune, Thomas H., in Experimental Science. 

Scaly, Francis L., in Biological Science. 

Second Class. 

Atkinson, Alexander, in Logic, Metaphysics, History of Philosophy, and Political Economy 
Bruce, Robert, in Political Economy, General Jurisprudence, and History. 

Forbes, John, in Political Economy, General Jurisprudence, and History. 

Gordon, Robert J., in Ancient Classics. 

Horner, Andrew L., in Logic, Metaphysics, History of Philosophy, and Political Economy. 
Irvine, Hugh A., in Political Economy, General Jurisprudence, and History. 

Lawson, Francis, in Political Economy, General Jurisprudence, and History. 

M‘Cullagh, Richard C., in Experimental Science. 

Mahon, William, in Biological Science. 

Maxwell, Sydney L., in Ancient Classics. 

Maybin, Joseph, in Mathematical Science. 

Morrison, Robert, in Biological Science. 

Shannon, Owen J., in Ancient Classics. 

Shaw, Cecil E., in Experimental Science. 

Thompson, James, in Ancient Classics. 

Thomson, Samuel B., in Experimental Science. 

Pass. 

Macaulay, Samuel. 

Macmahon, B. MacW. 

Martin, Robert T. 

Morell, Henry B. 

Murray, F. E. 

O’ Callaghan, Daniel. 

Reid, James S. 

Robson, J. S. 

Savage James J. W. 

Sloane, George. 

Smith, Henry. 

Strahan, Thomas M. 

Wood, William E. 


B.E. Degree. 

Pass. 

Creighton, Robert W. 
Fogerty, J. Frederick. 
Hartigan, Francis C. 
Rowney, G. A. H. 
Whiteford, John W. 
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Austen, Henry. 

Boycott, W. D. 

Boyd R. H. 

Byrne, Richard P. 
Collier, George V. 
Davidson, Richard R. 
Dickey, C. C. M. 
Ferguson, . Stanley. 
Fleming, F. W. 

Gass, A. Barron. 
Gillespie, Alexander P. 
Irvine, Robert M. 
Kelly, Patrick J. 
M‘Vicker, Alexander S. 


Honours. 
First Class. 
Binns, Henry A. 

Second Class. 
Blaine, Robert G. 
Pollock, James J. 
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At the conclusion of the ceremony, 

The Chancellor said — We are favoured to-day with the presence of a 
distinguished statesman, the Chief Secretary for Ireland, a gentleman who 
has not only himself taken a high place in the ranks of literature, but 
who has also a family inheritance in still higher honours of literature 
won by the greatest of our English historians. I am sure that in re- 
questing Mr. Trevelyan to address a few words to us I have only 
anticipated the wishes of this whole assemblage. 

The Chief Secretary said — My lord duke, my lords, ladies, and 
gentlemen, I thank you most heartily for having given me an invitation 
to a public duty the most pleasant that it has fallen to my lot to perform 
since I was connected with this country. I cannot conceive anyone 
coming to this hall on an occasion like this in any spirit but one, and 
least of all anyone who has himself had the advantage of an university 
education. I suppose the pleasantest period of a man’s life is his uni- 
versity life, and I think if a man has any kindly or generous feeling 
about him, one of the very keenest pleasures of after life is to see in 
such a visible shape in this brilliant and cultured assemblage others 
enjoying the advantages and the pleasures which he shared when he him- 
self was young. 

My lord duke, I will tell you what always seems to me to make an 
occasion of this sort so interesting — it comes to those who are most 
concerned in it at the most interesting period of life. It is a common- 
place of poets, and especially of bad poets, to say that schooldays are 
the time after which a man does not know happiness. But when I am 
present at the giving away of school prizes I must say that it always 
seems to me that schoolboy triumphs and success have about them a 
certain element of involuntary and compulsory labour, and that school- 
boys who win prizes much resemble those troops who march to 
victory, pushed on by the halberts of the sergeants who are in 
the' lines behind them. And when you go straight from schooldays to 
afterlife, when we consider the nature of the prizes of afterlife, how 
unequally those prizes are distributed, how very often self-seeking 
persons pass over the heads of persons whose only claim is modest 
merit, and especially how often those prizes come at a time when ill 
health or the loss of those for whose sake those prizes are dearly valued 
renders them far less valuable — I must say that a day of giving 
of the prizes in the world would be a rather melancholy exhibition 
But it is not so with an exhibition like this, the giving away of the 
prizes of University life. There you have fair contests ; there you have 
open competitions ; there you have success without insolence, defeat 
without insolence, and what is best of all, rivalry without heartburnings. 
I have been told by a gentleman who knew the University of Cambridge 
for perhaps a period of forty years, that in all that time, amidst the 
hundreds and hundreds of young men who engaged in desperate struggles 
against each other for the University prizes, he only knew one instance 
of a distinguished man who in after life bore a grudge against another 
distinguished man for having beaten him at the University, ind I 
am quite certain when I heard the generous cheering with which their 
fellow students greeted those among them who had borne off the ball 
to-day, I felt that those sentiments had deeply their root in the Royal 
University of Ireland, 

Now, perhaps you- will allow me to say one word about a competition 
of this nature. I often think that the successes of the University, 
valuable as they are, are not as really valuable as University defeats. 
A man never goes into the world knowing his own true value so well 
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as when he has been through the University. He is very apt to come 
up to the University with a good deal more self-esteem than self- 
knowledge. He may be the head boy of his school, or the idol of his 
home circle. He goes to the University believing he can carry every- 
thing before him, and at the University he finds, in spite of all his 
exertions, he is beaten at every turn by some one who is, perhaps, 
awkward and shy in society, and whom, if he had not met in the Uni- 
versity arena, he would be inclined to look down upon; and then he 
goes home, having learned a good deal of Latin and Greek, but having 
learned something a good deal more valuable, and that is a habit of not 
thinking himself ill-used when, having done his very utmost, he sees 
the prize for which he is contending carried off by some one whom 
he generously allows to be a better man than himself. 

Now, i. am heartily glad that the State, by placing the seal of its 
sanction upon the honour of a degree, and by holding out the still more 
desirable rewards of prizes and exhibitions, has attracted so large and 
so rapidly increasing a part of the youth of Ireland to toil in that field 
ifi which no labourer can reap anything except profit and delight. I 
listened to the statistics, my lord Duke, which you read to us ; and of 
all the statistics relating to Ireland — and since the world began 
there never was a country which has been so much reported upon, 
and tabulated, and examined, and analysed by statisticians as the 
country in which you live — the most gratifying statistical fact 
was that the candidates in Arts had risen in one year from 350 
to 680. Just think what that implies, what a brightening-up 
of so many lives, what a promise of so many elevated careers ; 
because you cannot do any greater service to any man or any 
woman than to elicit in them that latent love of reading which 
is there in nine people out of ten, and which once when it is 
possessed is the most valuable possession that man or woman can 
have. I would venture to say that however much a man may care, as 
a man ought to care, for all the permissible pleasures of life, there is 
in travel, society, ambition, friendship itself, no such acute pleasure 
as that which a young man feels when for the first time he makes 
that real acquaintance for himself with the merits of a great 
author. I appeal to those young gentlemen and young ladies who have 
taken high honours in classics whether there is any greater pleasure 
than when you have got through the drudgery of the classics to get an 
insight of Greek and Homan life in such authors as Horace, Juvenal, 
and Aristophanes. I appeal to any young man who knows what read- 
ing is, to say what great pleasure there is in learning for the first time 
what Plato is among moralists — what Burke is among political writers 
— what such a writer as Thucydides, or in our own day, Carlyle is amongst 
historians. But then you must remember another thing, and that is 
that this is not only a question of pleasure, great as that pleasure is, 
but it is a question likewise of serious business. Not so very long be- 
fore the Boyal University of Ireland was founded the Government in 
this country determined and the Parliament sanctioned that from this 
time forward the motto of the Civil Service of the country should be 
that maxim which the Great Napoleon left us, and which in my opinion 
is the least questionable of all his legacies, La carriere ouverte aux 
talens — the tools to those who can wield them. 

Now people may differ as to the wisdom of this, but, wise or not, 
when a nation has taken such a step as that it cannot retrace it, and 
from this time forward every Englishman, Irishman, and Scotchman, 
who wishes to get into the. public service must pass through the gate of 
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open competition.. Henceforward the civil and the military services 
are not for the privileged, not for the influential, but for the industrious, 
the able, and the well educated. If the country chooses to employ in 
its Indian service, as I am glad to hear it is going to employ such a 
gentleman as Mr. Michael Dwyer, who is, I see a double scholar of this 
universi^— if the Army Medical Service is to contain such a gentleman 
as Mr. Kiordan, who passed fourth in open competition, open to the 
world, at Netley ; all I can say is that it has an absolute right to the 
service of these gentlemen ; and if such gentlemen as Mr. Dwyer and 
Mr. Kiordan make up their minds to serve the country they have a 
perfect right, an absolute right, to say that they shall serve it I trust 
that a large supply of Irishmen of this stamp will be forthcoming for 
the public service, and I trust the public service will always hold out 
such attractions as will draw from the open professions, the law, and 
the medicine, with the greatest respect for these professions, the fair 
share which the public services ought to claim of the high university 
culture of this country, J 

And now I shall sit down, only saying how deeply gratified I have 
been at. hearing, unfortunately not seeing, that ladies won such hi°h 
distinctions. . I am old enough to remember when the idea of higher 
public education of women was regarded not seriously at all. I re- 
member when the beautiful “ Princess ” of Mr. Tennyson was regarded 
as a sort of entrancing picture which could never come to pass, and yet 
one lives to see the day when the exertions of eminent reformers of both 
sexes have made female education a national institution. Now certainly 
I am not going to touch politics here, and the question of the future of 
women belongs in some degree to the region of politics ; but to whatever 
degree the careers, political, legal, or medical, are to be open to women, 
on one thing we must all agree, and that is it is strange that for so many 
years people should imagine that higher education was not within the 
reach of those who belong to the sex of the poetess who has written the 
most beautiful description of the pleasure that a true scholar derives 
from the ancient classics — I mean Mrs. Browning ; and I am very glad 
to learn that so many Irish women can feel, though of course they can- 
not equally express — it is only given to one in a generation so to express 
— the feeling of that great poetess when she revelled in the noble litera- 
ture of all ages. The pleasure of seeing these degrees conferred is re- 
doubled by the recollection of twenty years ago at Cambridge. In that 
home of accurate and elegant scholarship, there were no scholars 
who excelled young Irishmen in the reception, assimilation, and repro- 
duction of the ancient languages ; and, as a Cambridge man, I am rather 
afraid that you will tread faster — very much faster — on the heels of 
those who have had such a start of you, when I see that you still raime 
your honours according to the order of merit, whereas we have fallen 


back into the miserable mediocrity of alphabetical order. 

Now, I must conclude these observations, trite and obvious as they 
are, by thanking you very sincerely from my heart. I shall conclude, 
thanking you once more for the kindness of your invitation, and the 
silence and frequent adhesion with which you have been good enough 
to hear, by wishing from the bottom of my heart prosperity, fame, and 
popularity to the Royal University. 


The proceedings then terminated. 

Previous to and at the conclusion of the proceedings the Examiners 
in Music gave an organ recital, which afforded much gratification. 
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APPENDIX II. 

List of Candidates upon whom Medical Degrees, &c., were 
conferred, July 12th, 1883. 


Doctor or Medicine. 


Andrews, J ohn. 
Bolster, John. 
Clarke, George. 
Elliott, Horace. 
Farrelly, Thomas. 
Freyer, S. Forster. 
Garry, Thomas G. 
Graham, John B. 
Herron, James. 
Hood, James C. 
Johnson, A. M. 
Keelan, Patrick. 
Lane, Isaac R. 


Mangan, Bartholomew. 
Mitchell, C. M. 
Mitchell, W' J . 

Nealon, John A. 
O’Connell, Peter. 
Prendergast, W. C. D. 
Purdon, Richard J. 
Scanlan, Stephen. 
Sexton, Michael J. 
Thompson, R. G. 
Tooker, Francis G. 
Torrens, James. 

Weir, George W. 


Bachelor of Medicine. 
Wynne, Charles W. R. 


Master of Surgery. 


Adams, F. E., M.D. 
Allport, C. W., m.d. 
Andrews, John. 
Bolster, John. 

Clarke, George. 

Dunn, David S., m.t>. 
Elliott, Horace. 
Farrelly, Thomas. 
Freyer, S. F. 

Garry, Thomas G 
Gibson, William, m.d. 
Graham, John B. 
Kelly, Michael, m.d. 


Lane, Isaac R. 

M ‘Far land, Beattie, m.d. 
Mangan, Bartholomew. 
Mitchell, W. J. 
O’Connell, Peter. 
O’Gorman, Patrick, m.d. 
Prendergast, W. C. D. 
Purdon, Richard J. 
Scanlan, Stephen. 
Sexton, Michael J. 
Stuart, Simson, m.d. 
Swan, S. A. L., m.d. 
Wynne, Charles W. R. 


Diploma in Obstetrics. 


Bolster, Johh. 

Garry, Thomas G. 
Good, William, m.d. 
Graham, John B. 
Kelly, Michael, m.d. 


Lane, Isaac R. 
Mangan, Bartholomew. 
Mitchell, W. J. 
Prendergast, W. C. D. 
Scanlan, Stephen. 
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Detailed Account of Examinations, 1883. 



Name of Examination. 



•6 








§ 




a 










« 


1883 







Sum- 

mer. 

First Examination in Medicine, 

86 

21 

4 

33 

28 


Second „ 

102 

28 

1 

35 

38 


Degree of M.D., 

53 

10 

2 

15 

26 


„ M.Ch 

50 

6 

*1 

17 

26 


„ M.B., 

1 



_ 




Diploma in Obstetrics, 

26 

7 

*1 

8 

10 



318 

72 

9 

108 

129 

1883 

Au- 

tumn 

Matriculation, 

790 

73 


109 

606 


First Examination in Music, .... 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

2 


First Examination in Engineering, . 

9 

• t2 

— 

2 

5 


Second „ n 

14 

1 

— 

4 

9 


Degree of B.E., 

9 


— 

1 

8 


First University Examination 

396 

13 

3 

109 

271 


Second „ „ ... 

200 

8 

7 

29 

156 


Degree of B.A., 

81 

5 

3 

20 

53 


„ M.A 

11 

— 

— 

5 

6 


First Examination in Medicine, 

116 

J26 

4 

34 

52 


Second „ M ... 

152 

21 

10 

55 

66 


Diploma in Obstetrics, . ... 

53 

10 

§3 

22 ' 

18 


Degree of M.B., 

3 

— 

— 

1 

o 


„ M.Ch., .... 

80 

4 

§6 

26 

44 


„ M.D., 

98 

8 

4 

30 

56 


„ LL.B., 

2 

- 

- 

— 

2 


„ LL.D 

4 

- 

- 

- 

4 



,020 

171 

42 

447 

1,360 



,338 

243 

51 

555 

,489 


* Failed to qualify by obtaining a Degree in Medicine, 
t Including 1 disqualified by failure at First University Examination 
t Including 13 disqualified as above. 

§ Disqualified by failure to obtain Degree of M.D. 
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Appendix IV. 


Women Students, 1883. 


Name of Examination. 

Examined. 

Rejected. 

'd 

Ph 

3 (2 

O 3 

§ a 
£ ° 

3 13 
3 S 

Distribution of the Honours among the 
different Subjects of Examination. 

— ' 1 







English and Mathematics, 1 

English and French, . 1 

Matriculation 

37 

4 

33 

*11 

"Honours in<j 

English, .... 1 

French, . ... 7 

^Italian, .... 1 

Latin, English, and French, 1 
English and French, . 3 

English and German, . 2 

First University Examination, . 

25 

2 

23 

+12 

fllonours in< 

English and Greek, . 1 

English, .... 1 

French, .... 4 

f Latin, Logic, and Biology, 1 

English and French, . 2 

Second University Examination, 

9 


9 

15 

tHonours in 

1 English and Logic, . . 1 

^English, .... 1 

First Examination in Music, 

1 

- 

1 

1 



Modern literature Scholarship Examination ; two were examined ; one obtained the First Scholar- 
ship. 
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Receipts and Expenditure from January 1st, 1883, to December 31st, 1883. 
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